
NATIONAL 
EDUCATION 
POLICY-2020

-Glance at Higher 
Education



 The famous statement of 
Nelson Mandela is 
displayed at the entrance 
of the University of South 
Africa thus:

 "Destroying any nation
does not require the use of
atomic bombs or the use of
long-range missiles. It only
requires lowering the
quality of education and
allowing cheating in the
examinations by the
students."

The Importance of Education              



SOME OF THE

MAJOR PROBLEMS

CURRENTLY FACED

BY THE HIGHER

EDUCATION

SYSTEM IN INDIA

INCLUDE…….

 (a) a severely fragmented higher educational

ecosystem;

 (b) less emphasis on the development of

cognitive skills and learning outcomes;

 (c) a rigid separation of disciplines, with early

specialization and streaming of students into

narrow areas of study;

 (d) limited access particularly in socio-

economically disadvantaged areas, with few

HEIs that teach in local languages

19th century’s 
mindset
20th century’s 
process &
21st century’s needs

-Dr. Sam Pitroda



SOME OF THE

MAJOR PROBLEMS

CURRENTLY FACED

BY THE HIGHER

EDUCATION

SYSTEM IN INDIA

INCLUDE

 (e) limited teacher and institutional autonomy.

 (f) inadequate mechanisms for merit-based

career management and progression of faculty

and institutional leaders.

 (g) lesser emphasis on research at most

universities and colleges, and lack of

competitive peer reviewed research funding

across disciplines;

 (h) suboptimal governance and leadership of

HEIs

 (i) an ineffective regulatory system; and

 (j) large affiliating universities resulting in low

standards of undergraduate education.





ROLE OF POLICY 

IN EDUCATION

 Education Policies are important because they

help a school/college to establish rules and

procedures in order to function effectively and

ensure everyone is connected.

 Schools/Colleges create standards of quality

for learning and safety, as well as expectations

and accountability



Evolution of 
Education 
Policy in 
India….

•University Education Commission 

(1948-49)

•Secondary Education Commission 

(1952-53)

•Education Commission (1964-66) under 

Dr. D.S. Kothari

•National Policy on Education, 1968

•42nd Constitutional Amendment,1976-

Education in Concurrent List

•National Policy on Education (NPE), 

1986

•NPE 1986 Modified in 1992 (Program of 

Action, 1992)

• T.S.R. Subramaniam Committee 

Report (27 May, 2016) 



Evolution of 
Education Policy in 
India

•Dr. K. Kasturirangan Committee 

Report (31 May, 2019).

•The Union cabinet in July 2020 

approved the New Education Policy 

(NEP), which aims at universalization of 

education from pre-school to secondary 

level. 



• Moving towards multidisciplinary 

universities and colleges, with more HEIs 

across India that offer medium of 

instruction in local/Indian languages

• Moving towards a more multidisciplinary 

undergraduate education; 

• Moving towards faculty and institutional 

autonomy

• Revamping curriculum, pedagogy, 

assessment, and student support 

• Reaffirming the integrity of faculty and 

institutional leadership positions 

• Establishment of a National Research 

Foundation 

• Governance of HEIs by independent boards 

having academic and administrative 

autonomy

• “light but tight” regulation by a single 

regulator for higher education

• Increased access, equity, and inclusion.

THE FOLLOWING 

KEY CHANGES 

ENVISIONED BY 

NEP-2020 TO THE 

CURRENT SYSTEM





Components of NEP-2020

• School Education

• Higher Education





SCHOOL EDUCATION: 
New Curricular and 
Pedagogical structure



NEP-2020: School Education-Highlights
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NEP-2020: School Education-Highlights







INSTITUTIONAL, 

RESTRUCTURING AND

CONSOLIDATION…..

 By 2040, all higher education 

institutions (HEIs) shall aim to become 

multidisciplinary institutions, each of 

which will aim to have 3,000 or more 

students.

 There shall, by 2030, be at least one 

large multidisciplinary HEI in or near 

every district. 

 The aim will be to increase the Gross 

Enrolment Ratio in higher education 

including vocational education from 

26.3% (2018) to 50% by 2035. 



INSTITUTIONAL, 

RESTRUCTURING AND

CONSOLIDATION…..

 A university will offers undergraduate and 

graduate programmes;. 

1) those that place equal emphasis on 

teaching and research i.e., Research-

intensive Universities (RUs). 

2) Those that place greater emphasis on 

teaching but still conduct significant 

research i.e. Teaching-intensive 

Universities (Tus). 

 Autonomous degree-granting College (AC) 

will primarily focused on undergraduate 

teaching though it would not be restricted to 

that. 



INSTITUTIONAL, 

RESTRUCTURING AND

CONSOLIDATION……

 A stage-wise mechanism for granting 

graded autonomy to colleges will be 

established. 

 HEIs will have the autonomy and 

freedom to move gradually from one 

category to another, based on their plans, 

actions, and effectiveness. 

 Institutions will have the option to run 

Open Distance Learning (ODL) and 

online programmes, provided they are 

accredited to do so.

 Single-stream HEIs will be phased out 

over time, and all will move towards 

becoming vibrant multidisciplinary 

institutions or parts of vibrant 

multidisciplinary HEI clusters.



INSTITUTIONAL, 

RESTRUCTURING AND

CONSOLIDATION

 The system of ‘affiliated colleges’ will be 

gradually phased out over a period of fifteen 

years through a system of graded autonomy.

 The present complex nomenclature of HEIs in 

the country such as ‘deemed to be university’, 

‘affiliating university’, ‘affiliating technical 

university', ‘unitary university’ shall be replaced 

simply by 'university' on fulfilling the criteria as 

per norms.



Holistic 
Multidisciplinary 
Approach……

 A holistic and multidisciplinary education would 

aim to develop all capacities of human beings 

 Even engineering institutions, such as IITs, will 

move towards more holistic and multidisciplinary 

education with more arts and humanities. 

 Students of arts and humanities will aim to learn 

more science and all will make an effort to 

incorporate more vocational subjects and soft skills.

 Imaginative and flexible curricular structures will 

enable creative combinations of disciplines for study, 

and would offer multiple entry and exit points.



Holistic 
Multidisciplinary 
Approach……

 Departments in Languages, Literature, Music, 

Philosophy, Indology, Art, Dance, Theatre, 

Education, Mathematics, Statistics, Pure and 

Applied Sciences, Sociology, Economics, 

Sports, Translation and Interpretation, etc. 

will be established and strengthened at all 

HEIs.

 Curricula of all HEIs shall include credit-

based courses and projects in the areas of 

community engagement and service, 

environmental education, and value-based 

education.



Holistic 
Multidisciplinary 
Approach……

 The undergraduate degree will be of 

either 3 or 4-year duration, with 

multiple exit options within this period, 

with appropriate certifications, e.g., a 

certificate after completing 1 year in a 

discipline or field including vocational 

and professional areas, or a diploma 

after 2 years of study, or a Bachelor’s 

degree after a 3-year programme. 



Holistic 
Multidisciplinary 
Approach……

 The 4-year multidisciplinary Bachelor's 

programme, however, shall be the preferred 

option. 

 The 4-year programme may also lead to a 

degree ‘with Research’ if the student completes 

a rigorous research project in their major 

area(s) of study as specified by the HEI.



Holistic 
Multidisciplinary 
Approach

 An Academic Bank of Credit (ABC) shall be 

established which would digitally store the academic 

credits earned from various recognized HEIs so that 

the degrees from an HEI can be awarded taking into 

account credits earned.



Student Activity & 
Participation

• Plenty of opportunities for 
participation in sports, 
culture/arts clubs, eco-clubs, 
activity clubs, community service 
projects, etc. 
• In every education institution, 
there shall be counselling
systems for handling stress and 
emotional adjustments. 
• Increasing hostel facilities as 
needed. 
• All HEIs will ensure quality 
medical facilities for all students 
in their institutions. 



Optimal learning 
Environments & 
support for 
students

• Institutions and faculty will have the autonomy on 

matters of curriculum, pedagogy, and assessment 

within a broad framework of higher education 

qualifications 

• All assessment systems shall also be decided by the 

HEI, including those that lead to final certification. 

• The Choice Based Credit System (CBCS) will be 

revised and HEIs shall move to a criterion-based 

grading system

• HEIs shall also move away from high-stakes 

examinations towards more continuous and 

comprehensive evaluation. 

• Each institution will integrate its academic plans 

ranging from curricular improvement to quality of 

classroom transaction - into its larger Institutional 

Development Plan (IDP) 

• High-quality support centres and professional 

academic and career counselling will be made 

available to all students. 



FINANCIAL SUPPORT

FOR STUDENTS

 Efforts will be made to incentivize 

the merit of students belonging to 

SC, ST, OBC, and other SEDGs. 

 Private HEIs will be encouraged to 

offer larger numbers of free ships 

and scholarships to their students.



INTERNATIONALIZATION

 Larger numbers of international students studying 

in India, and greater mobility to students in India 

visit, study at, transfer credits to, or carry out 

research at institutions abroad, and vice versa.

 India will be promoted as a global study destination 

providing premium education at affordable costs 

 An International Students Office at each HEI 

hosting foreign students will be set up to coordinate 

all matters relating to welcoming and supporting 

students arriving from abroad. 

 Research/teaching collaborations and 

faculty/student exchanges with high-quality foreign 

institutions will be facilitated 

 High performing Indian universities will be 

encouraged to set up campuses in other countries 

 Similarly, selected universities e.g., those from 

among the top 100 universities in the world will be 

facilitated to operate in India. 

 A legislative framework will be developed.



NATIONAL RESEARCH

FOUNDATION (NRF)

 NRF will be set up to catalyze and expand 

research and innovation across the country. 

 The NRF will undertake major initiatives to 

seed and grow research at State 

Universities and other public institutions 

where research capability is currently 

limited.

 The NRF will competitively fund research 

in all disciplines. 

 Successful research will be recognized, and 

where relevant, implemented through close 

linkages with governmental agencies as 

well as with industry and 

private/philanthropic organization.



OPEN AND DISTANCE

LEARNING

 Open and distance learning will be 

expanded to increase the Gross 

Enrolment Ratio to 50%.

 Measures such as online courses 

and digital repositories, funding for 

research, improved student services, 

credit-based recognition of MOOCs, 

etc., will be taken to ensure it is at 

par with the highest quality in-class 

programmes.



MOTIVATED, 

ENERGIZED AND

CAPABLE FACULTY

 NEP 2020 recognizes that the success of 

higher education institutions is the quality 

and engagement of its faculty. 

 HEIs will have clearly defined, independent, 

and transparent processes and criteria for 

faculty recruitment.

 Faculty will be given the freedom to design 

their own curricular and pedagogical 

approaches within the approved framework. 

 Excellence will be further incentivized 

through appropriate rewards, promotions, 

recognitions, and movement into institutional 

leadership. 

 Faculty not delivering on basic norms will be 

held accountable.



REGULATORY

SYSTEM.....

 The following four structures will be set up as four 

independent verticals within one umbrella 

institution, the Higher Education Commission of 

India (HECI). 

 I. the National Higher Education Regulatory Council 

(NHERC)-single point regulator for the higher 

education sector including teacher education and 

excluding medical and legal education. 

 II ‘meta-accrediting body’, called the National 

Accreditation Council (NAC). 

 III. The Higher Education Grants Council (HEGC), 

which will carry out funding and financing of higher 

education based on transparent criteria.

 IV. the General Education Council (GEC), which 

will frame expected learning outcomes/‘graduate 

attributes ’for higher education programmes. A 

National Higher Education Qualification Framework 

(NHEQF) will be formulated by the GEC. 



REGULATORY

SYSTEM

 The professional councils, such as the Indian 

Council for Agricultural Research (ICAR), 

Veterinary Council of India (VCI), National Council 

for Teacher Education (NCTE), Council of 

Architecture (CoA), National Council for Vocational 

Education and Training (NCVET) etc., will act as 

Professional Standard Setting Bodies (PSSBs). 

 Regulation will be ‘light but tight’ to ensure 

financial probity and public-spiritedness. 

 The regulatory body will function through a 

faceless intervention through technology for 

regulation & will have powers to penalize HEIs not 

conforming to norms and standards. 

 Public and private higher education institutions 

will be governed by the same set of norms for 

regulation, accreditation and academic standards.



PROFESSIONAL

EDUCATION

 All professional education will be an integral 

part of the higher education system.

 Stand-alone technical universities, health 

science universities, legal and agricultural 

universities, or institutions in these or other 

fields, will aim to become multi-disciplinary 

institutions. 

 For example, all students of allopathic medical 

education must have a basic understanding of 

Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, 

Siddha, and Homeopathy (AYUSH), and vice 

versa.

 Institutions offering agricultural education 

must benefit the local community directly by 

setting up Agricultural Technology Parks.

 Legal education embraces new technologies for 

wider access to and timely delivery of justice.



PROMOTION OF

INDIAN LANGUAGES, 

ARTS AND CULTURE

 Strong departments and programmes in Indian 

languages, comparative literature, creative 

writing, arts, music, philosophy, etc. will be 

launched and developed across the country, and 

degrees including 4-year B.Ed. dual degrees will 

be developed in these subjects.

 More HEIs, and more programmes in higher 

education, will use the mother tongue/local 

language as a medium of instruction, and/or offer 

programmes bilingually.

 An Indian Institute of Translation and 

Interpretation (IITI) will be established. Sanskrit 

and all Indian language institutes and 

departments across the country will be 

significantly strengthened. 

 National Institute (or Institutes) for Pali, Persian 

and Prakrit will be set up. Efforts to preserve 

and promote all Indian languages including 

classical, tribal and endangered languages will 

be undertaken.



Technology in 
Education

 An autonomous body, the National Educational 

Technology Forum (NETF), will be created to 

provide a platform for the free exchange of ideas on 

the use of technology to enhance learning, 

assessment, planning, administration. 

 Appropriate integration of technology into all levels 

of education will be done to improve classroom 

processes, support teacher professional 

development, enhance educational access for 

disadvantaged groups and streamline educational 

planning, administration and management. 

 Technology-based education platforms, such as 

DIKSHA/SWAYAM, will be better integrated across 

school and higher education. 

 HEIs will play an active role in conducting research 

on disruptive technologies and in creating 

instructional material and courses including online 

courses in cutting-edge domains.



Online Education 
and Digital 
Education

 In view of recent rise in epidemics and 

pandemics, online education will be 

promoted as an alternative modes of 

quality education whenever and wherever 

traditional and in-person modes of 

education are not possible. 

 Digital infrastructure, digital content and 

capacity building will be created in the 

MHRD to look after the e-education needs 

of both school and higher education.



Reimaging 
Vocational 
Education

• Vocational education will be integrated into all school 

and higher education institutions in a phased 

manner over the next decade. 

• By 2025, at least 50% of learners through vocational 

education

• HEIs will offer vocational education either on their 

own or in partnership with industry and NGOs.

• The B.Voc. degrees introduced in 2013 will continue 

to exist, but vocational courses will also be available 

to students enrolled in all other Bachelor’s degree 

programmes, including the 4-year multidisciplinary 

Bachelor’s programmes.

• ‘Lok Vidya’, i.e., important vocational knowledge 

developed in India, will be made accessible to 

students through integration into vocational 

education courses. 

• The possibility of offering vocational courses through 

ODL mode will also be explored. 

• MHRD will constitute a National Committee for the 

Integration of Vocational Education (NCIVE).

• Incubation centres will be set up in higher education 

institutions in partnership with industries.

• The credit-based Framework will also facilitate 

mobility across ‘general’ and vocational education.



Curbing 
Commercilization
of Education

 All education institutions will be held to similar 

standards of audit and disclosure as a ‘not for profit’ 

entity. Surpluses, if any, will be reinvested in the 

educational sector.

 There will be transparent public disclosure of all 

these financial matters with recourse to grievance-

handling mechanisms to the general public. 

 The accreditation system developed by NAC will 

provide a complementary check on this system, and 

NHERC will consider this as one of the key 

dimensions of its regulatory objective. 

 All fees and charges set by private HEIs will be 

transparently and fully disclosed, and there shall be 

no arbitrary increases in these fees/charges during 

the period of enrolment of any student. 



THE STATUS OF 

IMPLEMENTATION

• The NEP 2020 was not passed in the 
Parliament.

• Karnataka state only implementing NEP 
in toto.

• NEP-2020 Review meetings under the 
chairmanship of Honorable PM under 
progress

• With the introduction of NEP 2020, many 
changes have been made and one of those 
is the discontinuation of M. Phil course. 

• Even though there are many drawbacks 
in the new education policy, the merits 
are more in number. 

• It is believed by many that by 
implementing these changes, the Indian 
academic system will be taken a step 
higher



Thank You


